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THREE APPALACHEE CHURCHES
RANKED IN TOP TWENTY-FIVE
Dr. Steve Parr has completed research to determine
the Georgia Baptist Convention’s leading
evangelistic churches in 2008. The study was based
on total baptisms reported on the annual church
profile in 2008. The churches were placed in
categories by attendance in worship as small (less
than 125), intermediate (125-249), medium (250499), and large (500 or more).
Annie Mary Baptist Church ranked 8th from the top
in the intermediate category. Rev. James Brown is
the pastor. The Pointe at Providence ranked 22nd
from the top in the same category. Rev George
Thomas is their pastor. In the medium category
First Baptist Church Bethlehem ranked 15th from
the top. Rev. Jody Hice is their pastor. Our
congratulations are extended to these congregations!
WMU HOLDS MISSIONS CELEBRATION
Several Women’s Missionary Union ladies along
with a good many pastors gathered on Saturday
May 16th for the Appalachee Baptist WMU
Missions Celebration. The meeting, hosted by
Bethlehem First Baptist Church drew a comfortable
crowd as they engaged in joyous hymn singing of
missions
themes.
Musicians were Ramona
Lord, pianist and Julian
Sims, leader who later
blessed us with excellent
special music.
The
program was upbeat and
fast moving. Reverend Doug Merck Area Director
of Missions for the Northeast Georgia area
associational program and member of the
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International Mission Board of Directors shared
how a prospective missionary candidate was
processed. He stressed the care that IMB gives in
determining the Spiritual, Psychological, and
Physical strength of the missionaries. Doug has
been a member of the personnel committee for eight
years. Another highlight was hearing from a newly
appointed
missionary
couple who are waiting to
go on to the field. They are
Shannon and Kathy who
will serve somewhere in
Southeast Asia. Shannon
shared slides of one of the
mission
opportunities
where he will minister. Kathy spoke about the great
needs among women in the area and challenged us
to pray for them.
Linda Buckaloo was introduced as the new
Northeast Regional Mobilizer for WMU. She
shared briefly about the work and closed the
meeting with prayer.
In keeping with long time Baptist tradition we
adjourned
to
the
spacious fellowship
hall where the Social
Circle WMU had
prepared a delicious
luncheon.
Special
thanks
to
Nedra
Jackson,
Director
Appalachee Baptist WMU for an excellent and
informative experience.
Thanks also to the
Bethlehem First Baptist Church and Pastor Jody
Hice for being gracious hosts.
Pray for N.A.M.E. (North African Middle East).
N.A.M.E. is the Hearts call to prayer emphasis this
year.

CHILDREN’S HOME COLLECTION
The month of June has been set as collection month
for the Georgia Baptist Children’s Home. Each
church should receive a letter from the children’s
home within a few days detailing the specific needs
this year. Churches are urged to continue the
collection process through Sunday, June 28th.
Beginning Monday the 29th through July 7th the
association ministry center will receive collections
from the churches. We will load and deliver the
collected items to the Palmetto campus on the 8th of
July. Several loaders and drivers with pickups or
trailers will be needed. Men’s ministry groups
(Church Brotherhoods) who are interested may
contact the association
office and plan ahead to
participate
in
this
ministry. Our association
has participated in this
collection over the years.
The need is even greater
this year.

LANDSCAPING NEEDED AT MINISTRY
CENTER
The Appalachee Baptist Ministry Center is in need
of some TLC on the outside of the building. There
are several “window boxes” that need cultivating
and planted with colorful flowers. At the entrance
there is another ground level area that needs tilled
and planted. There are two possibilities for ministry
in this. First, we could use some help in designing
what goes in the beds and in purchasing the color.
Second, the soil needs to be broken up, smoothed
out and planted. Any Men’s Ministry/Brotherhood
group interested in this service opportunity may
contact the office at 770-267-8278.
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MEMORIAL DAY BRINGS CHANCE TO BE
THANKFUL FOR FREEDOM
Many of our family of churches celebrated
Memorial Day on Sunday, May 24th with patriotic
musicals and other appropriate ways.
This
celebration called attention to the great sacrifices
our military men and women have made to
guarantee the greatest gift Americans possess. It is
freedom. We will again have our thoughts turned in
the direction of patriotism and freedom when we
celebrate Independence Day.
I urge you to
celebrate freedom not just on special occasions, but
every time you encounter a military person in
uniform. Simply thank him or her and then pray for
their safety.

LARRY WYNN SPEAKS TO MEN’S
MINISTRY GATHERING
Brotherhood groups from several churches gathered
on the evening of May 12th at the Ebenezer Baptist
Church of Social Circle. Pastor Don Malcom and
the church’s men’s ministry group prepared a
delightful meal of barbeque chicken. Rev. Glen
McCall of the Georgia Baptist Convention took a
few minutes to encourage our men, while Ken
Jennings, ABA’s Men’s Ministry Director
challenged us with possible projects at the
Children’s Home. Rev. Larry Wynn, Pastor of
Hebron Baptist Church in Gwinnett County brought
a challenge to “mentor” some younger person in the
Faith. To be a good mentor one has to possess
conversion, character, conviction, and consistency.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL CLINIC WELL
ATTENDED
Reverend Steve Moon, pastor of Mountain Creek Baptist
Church and Associational Sunday School Director reports a
good VBS Clinic. The clinic was held on May 7th at
Monroe First Baptist Church with over 40 in attendance.
Eight churches were represented by workers who were
preparing for their schools. Vacation Bible Schools are
featuring an “outback” (not to be confused with the
restaurant) theme. Warning to parents: watch out for flying
boomerangs. Vacation Bible Schools are one of the most
effective evangelistic tools within Southern Baptist
Churches. Pray for Appalachee Churches as they engage in
this ministry!

From Where I Sit…
J. B. Graham

Did it ever come to your mind that you could be
doing much good—a number of good and
acceptable things and not be doing the best things?
In my judgment this is modern day tragedy in many
of our churches associations, state conventions, and
yes, the Southern Baptist Convention. But talking
about these larger organizations is perhaps too
comfortable.
Let’s talk about you and me
individually. Ouch!
I’m not at all trying to minimize worthy causes. We
know there are thousands of them and they all are in
need of volunteers, money, and other kinds of
support. That’s where the problem lies. The need is
real without a doubt. Believers need to help with
the disabled, support alternatives to abortion, stand
up against indecent and harmful legislation,
distribute food—the list could fill this page! But
there is the danger of filling our lives with these
causes which are all good and yet neglecting the
best.
After self inventory and by observing others I have
concluded that the good often keeps us from the
best when it comes to the service of our Lord and
His Kingdom. I think there are two or three reasons
for that. One is that there is so much need out there.
Another is that it makes us feel rewarded and
satisfied to know that we have
“done something
good.”
There may be another issue
working on us by our enemy,
Satan. If he can keep us busy
“doing good,” then it is easier
to keep us from doing the
“best.”
What is the best, you ask? It is obeying the great
commission to make disciples. In plain English,
getting people saved and following Jesus! This may
be why collectively; Southern Baptists have failed
to increase the number of reported baptisms year
after year. We are doing so many good things we
have no time or energy to do the best.
Is this akin to what Jesus referenced in Matthew
23:23 when he chafed at the Pharisees for leaving
off the “weightier matters of the law?”

ABA AMONG TOP FOURTEEN
ASSOCIATIONS REPORTING OVER ONE
MILLION TO MISSIONS
According to reports in the Christian Index
The Appalachee Baptist Association family of
churches gave $1,060,012.93 to missions during the
2008 church year. We were one of fourteen
associations out of ninety associations in Georgia to
top the million dollar mark. Additionally, ABA is
the second smallest association in number of
churches among the fourteen.
During the calendar year of 2008 there were 3,627
churches reporting mission’s contributions with 347
churches not reporting. Only two churches in our
association did not report.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
Long time Pastor and Missionary, T. M. “Mack”
Underwood died March 31st at the age of 91.
Brother Mack served this association for a little
more than twenty years.

SMOKE SIGNALS NOT ALLOWED SINCE
BURNING BAN
I am told that our Appalachee area natives
communicated by smoke signals. That seems to be
a great way to communicate since recipients would
naturally notice puffs of smoke in the sky. But,
there is a burning ban this time of year. We also
have various wonderful communication tools.
There is telephone including phone calling systems,
e-mail, snail mail, even face book and now twitter.
Recently some chiding has been directed toward the
association office regarding timely communication.
Let me assure you we are aware of communication
problems as we are trying to rebuild phone lists, email lists, and addresses. We are also aware of the
timeliness of communication. Here’s what you can
do to help us. Answer your phone and voice mail,
check your e-mail, and read the cards and letters.
You can also let us know your favorite way to
receive information. We’ll start the process earlier
when possible.
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JUNE 2009
2nd - Minister’s Meeting – 12:00 p.m.
9th - Budget/Finance Committee Meeting – 10:00
a.m.
th
23 24 - SBC Annual Meeting
The Apostle Paul put it simply
In I Thessalonians 5:25,
“Brethren, Pray for us.”
~Bishop Baptist and
Pastor Eric Buffington
~Bold Springs and
Pastor Jim Bolton
~Braswell Baptist and
Pastor Lonnie Blackmon
~Briarwood Baptist and
Pastor Rick Standard
~Calvary Baptist and
Pastor Bryan Armour

JULY 2009
6th – Office closed for 4th
No Minister’s Meeting until Sept. 7th
7th – Associational Council Meeting – 11:00 a.m.
14th – Women’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 p.m.
17th-18th – Leader Life – Toccoa, Ga. (Ga. WMU)
21st – WMU Leadership Team Meeting – 7:00 p.m.
AUGUST 2009
1st – Prayerwalking our Schools
3rd – No Minister’s Meeting until Sept. 1st
7th-8th – Statewide Men’s Conference
15th– Associational WMU Training-9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.Walker Baptist
22nd – World Craft Party
28th-30th – Greater North Atlanta Franklin Graham Crusade

